
Faculty Member Contact Information 

Name: Dr. Kristine Hildebrandt        

Department: English Language and Literature  Phone Number: (618) 650-2060 

E-mail Address: khildeb@siue.edu                 Campus Box: 1431 

 

Description of the URCA Assistant Position 
This posting includes two funded positions. In addition, the faculty member may be willing to mentor additional, 

unfunded students. 

 

How many unfunded students is this professor taking in addition to his/her one funded student?   

This professor will be taking 1 additional, unfunded student 
(Students, if the faculty member will have both funded and unfunded students, he or she is free to select which student receives 

the funding. Funding cannot be split up between multiple students; only one student will receive it.) 

 

Which of the following apply to this position?  

 [   ] This position is only open to students who have declared a major in this discipline.  

 [   ] This project deals with social justice issues.  

 [X] This project deals with sustainability (green) issues.  

 [   ] This project deals with human health and wellness issues.  

 

How many hours per week will your student(s) be required to work in this position?  9 
(Minimum is 6 hours per week; typical is 9.) 

 

Will it be possible for your student(s) to earn course credit?    Yes 

  If yes, in which course? ENG 499 

If yes, for how many credit hours? 3 hours 

 

Location of research/creative activities: Variable, but some work will take place in SIUE’s IRIS Center (PH 0226) 

 

Brief description of the nature of the research/creative activity:  
This is an internationally-known, large-scale project to document, archive and analyze data on four endangered 

languages of Nepal. Activities involved in this will include: audio and video editing and formatting, web page 

construction and maintenance, and language data coding, organization and analysis 

 

Brief description of student responsibilities: 
The URCA assistant will be responsible for assisting the faculty with any one (or more) of the above-named 

activities, including: A-V editing/formatting, web editing and maintenance, data coding in programs like Excel, and 

perhaps learning to use some additional, new software through faculty training and supervision. Software will be 

provided free of charge. 

 

URCA Assistant positions are designed to provide students with research or creative activities experience. As 

such, there should be measurable, appropriate outcome goals. What exactly should your student(s) have 

learned by the end of this experience? 
Students will gain experience with existing and new software types, and will become a key part of an exciting and 

cutting-edge research project that has national and international recognition. Exemplary URCA assistants may 

qualify to become co-authors of language analyses, co-authors of web outputs and the like. An example of a web 

output can be found at: 

https://proxy.qualtrics.com/proxy/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fmediabase.shanti.virginia.edu%2Fcollection%2Fgyalsum

do-project&token=QQ5l5C%2B35FD6fYTqo0up7I5Cm5Ts7UWqjSBo0cYdaTo%3D 

 

Requirements of Students 

 

If the position(s) require students to be available at certain times each week (as opposed to them being able to 

set their own hours), please indicate all required days and times: 

There is flexibility here, and I will set individual student schedules with particular URCA assistants, but there is a 

mandatory check-in meeting at least one hour per week. This is absolutely essential to the success of this particular 

https://proxy.qualtrics.com/proxy/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fmediabase.shanti.virginia.edu%2Fcollection%2Fgyalsumdo-project&token=QQ5l5C%2B35FD6fYTqo0up7I5Cm5Ts7UWqjSBo0cYdaTo%3D
https://proxy.qualtrics.com/proxy/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fmediabase.shanti.virginia.edu%2Fcollection%2Fgyalsumdo-project&token=QQ5l5C%2B35FD6fYTqo0up7I5Cm5Ts7UWqjSBo0cYdaTo%3D


URCA assistantship. Students must be willing and able to meet with me weekly on a fixed schedule for progress 

check-ins. 

 

If the location of the research/creative activities involves off campus work, must students provide their own 

transportation? N/A  

 

Must students have taken any prerequisite classes? Please list classes and preferred grades: 
Students with any linguistics or foreign/modern language background are especially encouraged to apply; Students 

with existing software familiarity (for example, A-V software like Corel, Audacity, iMovie, Dreamweaver, 

Photoshop, Excel, etc.) or any type of coding/scripting/protocol-writing should also consider applying 

 

Other requirements or notes to applicants: 

I require students to be: responsible, on-time, quick-to-learn, careful with data and equipment, and most of all, 

reliable. Students who cannot commit to working these 9 hours/week, to completing assigned activities, and to 

meeting with me regularly should NOT apply. 

 

 


